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PRESIDENT’S NEWS 
 

“Scholarships, it’s what we do!” This enthusiastic statement from one of our Board members 
sums up the main reason for the existence of our alumni club. Yes, we support MSU with all 
our 
hearts and yes, we have a great time whenever we get together, but our main goal is to 
provide scholarships to incoming freshmen and many times current students at MSU from 
Benzie County. 
 
This year we set an all-time record by awarding $9,000.00 in scholarships! We were able to 
give out 5 scholarships to Benzie Central and Frankfort-Elberta students who will be attending 
MSU this Fall; look inside for more information on these new Spartans. As Benzie Spartans 
and Friends of MSU, we should all be very proud of this accomplishment. Combine this with 
the installation of our new MSU President, Samuel Stanley who “...takes over at a pivotal 
moment in MSU’s 164 year history and promises to lead us to an exciting future” and we’ve 
got a lot to look forward to. 
 
Our Alumni Club was founded on June 15, 1995. In 2020 we will be celebrating our Silver 
Anniversary-25 years of former Spartans and Friends of MSU gathering in Benzie County 
having fun reminiscing about our college days and raising money for the Alumni of the future. 
After all, “It’s what we do!” Go Green! 
 
 
Paul Sadows,  
Proud President of the Benzie Spartans
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL BEACH BASH 
 
The Annual Benzie Spartan Beach Bash pot luck will be held Thursday, August 8 at the 
Elberta Pavilion, at 5:00. As in previous years, the Club will provide hot dogs and brats, 
with the fixings, and soft drinks. Attendees are asked to bring a dish to pass. 
Admission is $5. There will be, of course, a silent and live auction, so bring your 
checkbook and get some Christmas shopping done early. If you have items for the 
silent auction, contact Maggie VanHaften at 231-352-6045. We hope to see you there. 

 



 
 

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT PROVIDES RECORD FUNDING FOR 2019! 
 
 
When the Club’s endowment campaign kicked off in 2012, our goal was to provide at 
least $4,500 in annual scholarship funding by 2017. Needless to say the endowment 
has surpassed expectations. This year it generated over $6,600 for scholarships! To date, 
$18,500 has been awarded through the endowment, and its value continues to grow. As of 
March 31, 2019 the endowment’s market value was over $124,000! 
 
Endowment funding was particularly important this year, since six local students 
applied for scholarships. The board elected to supplement our endowment funds and 
awarded $9,000 to five of these students. The sixth student received a full scholarship for four 
years from Evans Scholars. We are proud to be associated with these new Benzie Spartans!  
 
While we don’t anticipate such high enrollment rates every year, the endowment has provided 
a critical resource to assist more students. If you have any questions concerning the 
endowment, or would like to make a donation, please contact any board member, or our 
endowment chair, Al Flory (612-309-9977). They will be happy to help you.  
 
You can make donations directly to MSU at:  
 

https://givingto.msu.edu/gift/index.cfm 
 
Use the Benzie Spartan Scholarship Endowment Fund Account (#AF010979). You can also 
mail a check made out to the Benzie MSU Endowment with the same account number to the 
Benzie Spartans, PO Box 46, Frankfort, MI 49635. 
  
 

PLANNED GIVING PROVIDES FUTURE ENDOWMENT SUPPORT 
 
A generous $10,000 donation from Terry Herban’s estate was our endowment’s first 
planned gift. Terry was a true believer in Benzie Spartans, MSU, and the value of an 
excellent education. His kindness allowed us to exceed our original campaign target. 
 
Last year the Club’s board approached MSU’S Development office to learn more about 
planned giving. Dorsey Gude, Gift Planning Advisor, met with the board and provided 
valuable information about the importance of estate planning, and common 
misconceptions about planned giving. Dorsey also pointed out that, while multimillion 
dollar estate donations “grab the headlines”, most planned gifts come in the form of 
more modest portions of individual estate plans. After meeting with Dorsey, the Club 
sponsored an informal reception to discuss planned giving with a sample of past donors. The 
session, held at Iron Fish Distillery, was appropriately dubbed “Bourbon and Bequests”! 
Dorsey joined us and answered questions about planned giving. We were also treated to an 
oral history of Iron Fish from Dr. David Wallace, co-owner, veterinarian, and MSU alumnus. 
We had fun and walked away with a better appreciation of distilling and planned giving.  
Since the Bourbon and Bequests event, we have received approximately $100,000 in 
planned giving pledges. We hope to sponsor a similar event later this year and will be 
notifying members as soon as more details are available. 

 
 



SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
 

This May the Benzie Spartans awarded 5 scholarships to local students entering MSU the fall. 
 

- Allison Johnston, from Benzie Central High School, was awarded a $2000 Nugent 
scholarship to study Nursing. 

- Katherine Beeman, from Frankfort Elberta High School, was awarded a $2,000 Herban 
scholarship to study Pre-medicine. 

- Morgan Noffsinger, from Benzie Central High School, was awarded a $1,000 Nugent 
scholarship to study Fisheries and Wildlife. 

- Peyton Burch, from Benzie Central High School, was awarded a $2,000 Blewett 
scholarship to study Biosystems Engineering. 

- Helen Erginkara, from Frankfort-Elberta High School, was awarded a $2,000 Herban 
scholarship. 

 
In addition to these scholarship recipients, the Benzie Spartans congratulate William 
Newbold, a graduate of Frankfort-Elberta High School, who was awarded a full scholarship for 
4 years as an Evans Scholar at MSU. 

 
 

WELCOME TO NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 

The Benzie Spartans are happy to announce two new Board members. Elaine VanderBerg 
joins the Board after a brief hiatus and John Witt, a knowledgeable Spartan. Elaine and John 
bring enthusiasm and wisdom to the Board and we are glad they are joining us. Maggie 
VanHaften has stepped down after two 3-year terms but will continue to work behind the 
scenes. 

 
GIVE GREEN DAY 

 
Last year for the first time the Benzie Spartans actively participated in Give Green Day,  
Michigan State University’s university-wide Day of Giving, #GIVEGREENDAY, is set for 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 in conjunction with Giving Tuesday – a global day of giving. 
From 12:00 a.m. – 11:59 p.m. EST, Spartan supporters worldwide will be invited through 
social media, email, and on-campus events to participate in #GiveGreenDay by giving their 
support either financially or by helping spread the word via their own social media channels. 
This initiative provides a great opportunity for Spartans to support the Benzie County 
endowment at MSU. More information will be available in the fall. 
 

SPARTANS WILL. SERVE 
 

On April 13th, the Benzie Spartans participated in the annual Spartans Will. Serve,   
a Global Day of Service to harness the power of the spirit of service, and demonstrate what 
Spartans can do in a single day. A group of Spartans collected food and monetary donations 
at Shop N’ Save in Benzonia for the Benzie Area Christian Neighbors to help feed those in 
Benzie County who struggle to keep food on their tables. We had a great time talking to old 
friends and meeting new ones. We appreciate the generosity of both the donors and the staff 
at Shop N’ Save who helped us collect over 400 pounds of food and $700 in donations. We 
plan to repeat this next year and will be posting information in early 2020. Come and join us. 

 



 
HELP WANTED! 

 
 

Have you ever wondered who writes this newsletter, who organizes our football and 
basketball game watches, the annual beach bash, the scholarship dinner, and the list goes 
on….?  Well, it turns out that these people are loyal Spartans just like you.  Amazing as it may 
seem, activities don’t just mysteriously happen - and we need your help!    
 
If you’ve ever thought about getting more involved in the Club or don’t have much free time, 
we can guarantee that you would be welcomed with open arms, and you’d also have lots of 
fun.  Here are just a few of the things that you can do: 
 
If you love social events, and are a great organizer, we need someone to organize our 
event, or come up with new ideas. 
 

Are you a social media guru?  If so, we REALLY need your help!  If you love Facebook, 
LinkedIn, etc. you could make a tremendous contribution to our Club.  We’re just getting 
started and you could help make this tool a great resource for members, students, and the 
Benzie County business community. 
 

Do you recognize the importance of fund-raising? Consider joining one of the fundraising 
subcommittees, described above. 
 

And if you really want to help shape our future, how about joining the Board of Directors? 
We are anticipating one or two vacancies next summer and will be looking for fresh faces and 
new talent!  Our Board is a fun group, easy to get along with (in our opinion), and always 
receptive to great ideas!. 
 
E-mail the Club at benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org or talk to a Board member if you are 
interested in helping out. We will find a job that will fit with what you have to offer.. 
 
 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
 

- Beach Bash – Thursday August  8th – Elberta Pavilion – 5:00 – see box on 
page 1 for details. 

 
- Planned Giving Discussion – Date and time to be announced. 

 
- MSU/ Michigan Football Game-Watch – November 16, 2019. Waa-Hoo! 

We will be back at the Garden Theater in Frankfort for this year. The game 
time won’t be announced until about a week before the game. We’ll send 
updates when we know more. Don’t miss this annual event – a chance to 
meet with Michigan fans to cheer on our teams. We are looking for 
individuals or businesses to help sponsor the Game-Watch.  
 

- MSU Day of Giving – Tuesday, December 3, 2019 – a day for all Spartans 
to give back – more on this in the fall 

 
 



. 
 

BENZIE SPARTANS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

OFFICERS: 
 

PRESIDENT 
Paul Sadows  (B.A. ’71) 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Barbara Johnson (M.A. ’68) 
 

TREASURER 
Flint Watt (B.S. ’68, M.B.A WMU ‘75) 

  
SECRETARY 

Joyce Kirshner (B.A. ’64, M.A. ’90) 
 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
 

Joanne Herban Snow (Saginaw Business School ‘63) 
 

Dr. Susan Kirkpatrick (B.S ’70, M.A. ’75. PhD ‘84 
 

Elaine Vanderberg (B.A. ’52) 
 

Bruce Wilde (B.S. ’68, MS ‘71) 
 

John Witt ( ) 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

ENDOWMENT CHAIR 
Dr. Alan Flory  (B.A. ’73, D.V.M. Minn.) 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR 
Maggie VanHaften (B.A. ’73, M.A. ’77) 

 
 
 

 
CONTACT US 

 
Our website  - http://msubenziealumni.org/ 
 
On Facebook – “Like” Benzie Spartans 
 
E-mail -  benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org 
 
Mail – Benzie Spartans, P.O. Box 46, Frankfort, MI 49635 



NOTES 
 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 
 
It saves us money if we can send you newsletters and updates through e-mail, so if you 
received this copy of the ”Benzie Spartan” by mail and are willing to give us your e-mail 
address, you can send it to: benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org. 
 
DO YOU KNOW… 
 
A student interested in going to MSU who might want to talk to a current student or learn 
about options? Let us know. We will be happy to connect them with the appropriate people. 
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