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BENZIE SPARTANS OUTLOOK FOR 2018 

 
 

The Michigan State University Alumni Club of Benzie County continues to maintain it’s 
enthusiasm as we strive to increase our Endowment Fund. We have achieved our initial goal 
of $90,000 and we are well on the way to doubling that to $180,000 in the near future. With 
your help, we think this new target is not only realistic, but can be achieved in a short period 
of time. 
 
As you know, Michigan State University is currently going through the most difficult time in it’s 
163 year history. These are challenging times for our alma mater which require us to stand up 
and show our support for the university that we hold so dearly in our hearts. 
 
We have a summer event coming up where you can do just that. Our Annual Beach Bash 
will be held on Thursday, August 9th, 2018 at 5 P.M. at the Elberta Pavilion on Betsie Bay 
across from Frankfort. It is a potluck affair and as I’ve said before it’s always a lot of fun when 
a group of Spartans get together. We always take a group photo at this event and as you can 
see in last year’s photo, everyone wears a great big Spartan smile. 
 
So let’s rally ‘round the green and white flag at this event and at our Michigan at MSU Football 
Game Watch on October 20, 2018. See you there! 
 
Paul Sadows, Proud President of the Benzie Spartans 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ANNUAL BEACH BASH 

 
The Annual Benzie Spartan Beach Bash 
pot luck will be held Thursday, August 9 
at the Elberta Pavilion, at 5:00. As in 
previous years, the Club will provide hot 
dogs and hamburgers, with the fixings, 
and soft drinks. Attendees are asked to 
bring a dish to pass. Admission is $5. If 
you have items for the silent auction, 
contact Maggie VanHaften at 231-352-
6045. We hope to see you there. 
 
 
 



  

ENDOWMENT NEWS 
 

We are pleased to announce that, as of January, 2018, the Benzie Spartans Scholarship 
Endowment at MSU had a market value of $111,460.37! We should be getting a new total 
soon as the Fiscal Year for MSU closed June 30th. We are eternally appreciative of the Benzie 
Spartan family for your support of our endowment and the students who benefit from it. 
 
Our next goal is to reach the $180,000 milestone!  This will allow us to expand the number of 
scholarships, increase scholarship amounts, and/or provide multi-year awards.  To this end,  
the Board and volunteers are renewing our efforts to expand the endowment this coming year 
with several initiatives, led by Al Flory and his committee. These include: 
 

- Identifying some major donors who will support a matching fund for donations (Al 
Flory, Chair). 

- Encouraging small donations from those who cannot afford major donations (Flint 
Watt, Chair) 

- Hosting a gathering on planned giving, including bequeaths, estate planning, and 
retirement accounts.  (Al Flory, Chair) 

- Matching fund for previous scholarship recipients in honor of Frank and Eleanor 
Roberts (Maggie VanHaften, Chair) 

 
We are attempting to provide meaningful options for people at any income level. In addition, 
participating in Benzie Spartan activities such as the Beach Bash and MSU v U of M Football 
Watch also provide support for the Club in covering its expenses and allow the Club to 
contribute to the endowment from its treasury account. If you have additional questions, or 
would like to help with this initiative, contact one of the Board members or send an e-mail to: 
  

benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org 
 

Or, contact Al Flory directly at 612-309-9977. You can make donations directly to MSU using 
the Benzie Spartan Scholarship Endowment Fund Account (#AF010979) or by mailing a 
check made out to the Benzie MSU Endowment with the account number to the Benzie 
Spartans, PO Box 46, Frankfort, MI 49635. 

 
 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
 

The Benzie Spartans were thrilled to award scholarships of $2000 each to three local 
students entering MSU this Fall.  
Ben Plumstead, from Frankfort-Elberta High School was awarded the Terry Herban 
scholarship.  
Hadley O’Connor, from Benzie Central High School was awarded the Don Nugent 
Scholarship. Hadley plans to study Journalism and is doing an internship at the ‘Record-
Patriot’ this summer as well as working. 
Emily Beeman, from Frankfort-Elberta High School was awarded the Len Blewett Scholarship.  
Emily will be a pre-med major with a goal of becoming an ophthalmologist. She is working at 
two jobs this summer. 
 
It is your contributions that make these scholarships possible and the Board thanks you for 
your support. 

mailto:benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org


 
 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS UPDATE 
 

Maren O’Connor – (Herban Scholarship 2014) graduated from MSU this spring with a degree 
in Human Resources and is working for Textron, Inc. in Providence, Rhode Island. 
Mark Gomulinski – (Nugent  Scholarship 2013) graduated from MSU in 2017 and is working in 
a lab at the University of Michigan cultivating bacteria cultures. 
Shayla Soto – (Herban Scholarship 2015) spent a fantastic semester studying in Rome at 
John Cabot University, has an internship with the Downtown Development Authority in 
Traverse City this summer and will be continuing her path to a degree in Marketing this fall. 
Joey Johnston – (Nugent Scholarship 2017) is doing an internship this summer at Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Shoreline. He will be pursuing a major in Business-Marketing this fall. 
Autumn DeRidder – (Blewett Scholarship 2017) is working at two jobs and is on call for a third 
this summer, before returning to MSU. 
Chelsey Ely – (Herban Scholarship 2017) had a great first year at MSU. She joined a co-ed 
business fraternity and is looking forward to her sophomore year. 
Nathan Hejl – (Blewett Scholarship 2012) was awarded his M.S. in Marketing Research from 
the Broad College of Business at MSU in December and is working as Marker Research 
Analyst in Detroit. 
Emily Gray Stevenson – (Herban Scholarship 2011) graduated from MSU and came back to 
Benzie County to teach Special Education at Crystal Lake Elementary School. Emily also has 
started a Masters of Learning Disabilities at MSU. 
 
All of these wonderful people have expressed their appreciation for the support of the Benzie 
Spartans. 
 
 

TRIBUTE TO DON NUGENT 
 

It is with much sadness that the Club notes the passing March 5, 2018, of our loyal long-term 
Benzie Spartan, friend and Club supporter, Donald W. Nugent.  Don was involved with our 
Club since its inception in 1995 and was often in attendance at our social events together with 
his wife, Gail.   To Gail and to his surviving family we extend our most heartfelt sympathies 
and also our thanks for all that Don, Gail and family have accomplished in support of Michigan 
State University and Benzie County.  
 
For young people of today, Don was an over-the-top example, yes -- inspiration, of what a 
college education can lead to, particularly when coupled with on-site business experience (in 
his case agri-business).  He bought a farm at the age of 19 and attended MSU on a “six-year” 
plan:  taking classes in fall and winter and going back to farming the rest of the year.  He 
graduated from MSU in 1965 with a bachelor’s degree in horticulture.  From that point he 
rose, as any reading of his career and life accomplishments will reveal, to be a major 
presence in Benzie County and the State of Michigan.  These career highlights, and awards 
bestowed upon him, have been revealed in detail in recent published obituaries.  We do not 
repeat them all, but rather highlight two of local interest and focus upon his support for 
advanced education.   
 
He founded or served on Boards of several companies, at least two of which have had a 
direct and positive impact on the economic welfare of Benzie County.  In 1973, he acquired 
the Elberta Packing Company and transformed it into the Frankfort-based Graceland Fruit 



Cooperative, known for producing and marketing infused-based dried cherries, cranberries, 
blueberries and apples.  To this day, the company is one of the larger employers in the 
County.  In addition, he co-founded and was Chairman of the Board of Western Michigan 
National Bank and Trust (acquired in 2016 by West Shore Bank).  Amid all his business and 
agricultural involvements, he managed to find time to serve his alma mater for 16 years as a 
member of Michigan State University’s Board of Trustees.  During this tenure he enlightened 
Club members at an annual dinner with a stimulating talk about MSU’s expanding 
international presence, much of which still involves assisting developing countries in 
improving agricultural production – a topic close to Don’s heart.  When his Board term ended, 
the Club honored him in 2011 for his service to the University by establishing a Club 
scholarship under his name.  Fittingly, Don presented the first Donald W. Nugent scholarship 
to a future agriculture student, Hannah Fallowfield.  
 
 Don’s enduring educational contribution, indeed—a legacy, lies in encouraging the 
development of the Club’s scholarship endowment fund to help local high-school students 
attend Michigan State University.  Seed money pledges provided by Don and the late Terry 
Herban provided the impetus for more donations that enabled the initial 5-year goal of 
$90,000 to be surpassed within three years; an amazing achievement for a Club of its 
membership size.  In 2017, interest yield from this fund enabled $1,900 scholarships to be 
awarded each to three MSU-bound high-school students.  Donald Nugent’s support for 
advanced education and enthusiasm for Michigan State University was unwavering during his 
life and will continue on through these scholarships.  Don will be missed, but these 
scholarships mean that he will not be forgotten. 
 

CHANGE IN FOOTBALL WATCH 
Saturday, October 20, 2018 – Time TBD - Benzonia Library 

 
Alas, there will be a change of venue for this year’s Michigan State – Michigan game watch 
party. The Garden Theater, our very popular location for the past several years, will be 
hosting the Frankfort Film Festival that week-end, necessitating a move. This year’s game 
watch will be at the Mills Community House in Benzonia in their wonderfully renovated 
community room, with large screen TVs. Yes, we will have beer, yes, we will have pizza, and 
yes, all are welcome. Game time will be announced by MSU and Michigan about a week 
before the game. 

 

DIFFICULT YEAR(S) 
 
It has been a difficult year for MSU, and more significantly, many difficult years for the young 
women who experienced sexual abuse by Dr. Larry Nassar as well as the failure of those at 
MSU who should have reacted sooner and more appropriately to the abuse. The trauma that 
these young women experienced was inexcusable. MSU has the resources and experience 
necessary to establish policies that take an immediate, firm, and consistent stand against 
abuse of any kind, provide support and compassion to all victims, and create a safe campus 
for all.  As MSU establishes new policies, procedures, and expectations, we encourage the 
Spartan community to weigh in on the plans being put in place. You may get a copy of the 
plan, “Taking Action to Foster a Safer Campus” at  
 
 https://msu.edu/ourcommitment/our-actions/Safer-Campus.pdf. 
 
NOTE: Endowment funds are legally protected from use other than for the intended 
scholarships. 

https://msu.edu/ourcommitment/our-actions/Safer-Campus.pdf


 
 

THANK YOU TO AL FLORY 
 

The Board is struggling to find enough ways to thank  Al Flory for six years of dedicated 
service to the Benzie Spartans. Too often, when new people come in with grand ideas, there 
is not always the accompanying stamina to see those grand ideas materialize. Not so with Al. 
He had a vision of an endowment that would fund scholarships in perpetuity. While some of 
us wondered how we would raise the required $90,000 for the three scholarships in just five 
years, Al believed. With the help of Terry Herban, Don Nugent, and Dave Lean and many 
very generous donors, not only did we reach that goal, we reached in in three years! Al also 
wanted to expand the reach of the MSU – Michigan Football Watch, leading us to change the 
venue to the Garden Theater – and pack the house! Through his six years on the Board, Al 
has provided a steady hand and reasoned insights into growing the Benzie Spartans. And all 
of this from a guy who’s heart is with those Golden gophers.  
 
The good news is Al will continue to assist with the endowment and raise funds. So, don’t be 
surprised to see him at events, still supporting the endowment and the students going to 
MSU. 

 
HELP WANTED! 

 
 

Have you ever wondered who writes this newsletter, who organizes our football and 
basketball game watches, the annual beach bash, the scholarship dinner, and the list goes 
on….?  Well, it turns out that these people are loyal Spartans just like you.  Amazing as it may 
seem, activities don’t just mysteriously happen - and we need your help!    
 
If you’ve ever thought about getting more involved in the Club or don’t have much free time, 
we can guarantee that you would be welcomed with open arms, and you’d also have lots of 
fun.  Here are just a few of the things that you can do: 
 
If you love social events, and are a great organizer, we need someone to organize our 
event, or come up with new ideas. 
Are you a social media guru?  If so, we REALLY need your help!  If you love Facebook, 
LinkedIn, etc. you could make a tremendous contribution to our Club.  We’re just getting 
started and you could help make this tool a great resource for members, students, and the 
Benzie County business community. 
Do you recognize the importance of fund-raising? Consider joining one of the fundraising 
subcommittees, described above. 
And if you really want to help shape our future, how about joining the Board of Directors? 
Currently we have one opening and will have more next summer. We are looking for fresh 
faces and new talent!  Our Board is a fun group, easy to get along with (in our opinion), and 
always receptive to great ideas!. 

 
E-mail the Club at benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org or talk to a Board member if you are 
interested in helping out. We will find a job that will fit with what you have to offer.. 
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BENZIE SPARTANS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

PRESIDENT 
Paul Sadows  (B.A. ’71) 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Barbara Johnson (M.A. ’68) 

TREASURER 
 Bruce Wilde (B.S. ’68, MS ‘71) 

SECRETARY 
Maggie VanHaften 
(B.A. ’73, MA, ’78) 

MEMBERS 
Joanne Herban Snow (Saginaw Business School ‘63) 

Dr. Susan Kirkpatrick (B.S ’70,  
M.A. ’75. PhD ‘84 

Joyce Kirshner (B.A. ’64, M.A. ’90) 
Flint Watt (B.S. ’68, M.B.A WMU ‘’75) 

 
ENDOWMENT CHAIR 
Dr. Alan Flory  (B.A. ’73, 

D.V.M. Minn.) 
 

 

 

NOTES 
 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 
It saves us money if we can send you newsletters and updates through e-mail, so if you 
received this copy of the ”Benzie Spartan” by mail and are willing to give us your e-mail 
address, you can send it to: benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org 
 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
 

- Beach Bash – August  9th - See article on page 1. 
 

- MSU/ Michigan Football Watch at the Mills Community House in Benzonia 
– Saturday, October 20 (see above article)  – Game time not yet 
announced. We’ll send updates before the game. Don’t miss this annual 
event – a chance to meet with Michigan fans to cheer on our teams. We 
are looking for individuals or businesses to help sponsor the Game-Watch.  
 

- MSU Day of Giving – Tuesday, November 27th, 2018 – a day for all 
Spartans to give back – more on this later. 
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Please support this local business that helps defray the costs of the newsletter: 
 

 
 
 

 
CONTACT US 

 
 
Our website  - http://msubenziealumni.org/ 
 
On Facebook – “Like” Benzie Spartans 
 
E-mail -  benziemsuac@msubenziealumni.org 
 
Mail – Benzie Spartans, P.O. Box 46, Frankfort, MI 49635 
 
 
 

 
P.O.BOX 46 
FRANKFORT, MI 49635 

http://msubenziealumni.org/

